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Seek and Destroy Invaders 
 

 

 
Power CWMA student mappers map GPS location of new reported patch of Scotch 
Thistle, while applicators spray the weed site as a part of our New & Few Invaders 
Project. 
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Introduction 

 
The Power Cooperative Weed Management Area (PCCWMA) is a cooperative effort to 
control the introduction of new invasive species and the spread of existing noxious weeds 
in Power County and surrounding areas.  The Power CWMA is intended to bring together 
those responsible for weed control in and around Power County to develop common 
management objectives, facilitate effective integrated weed control and coordinate 
treatment efforts. 
 
The cooperators will jointly: 

• Establish control priorities. 
• Develop and implement common inventory and mapping techniques. 
• Use an integrated weed management approach to control noxious weeds. 
• Coordinate the use of resources and manpower. 
• Treat individual weed species/infestations. 
• Facilitate an increase in noxious weed awareness and control. 

 
The Power CWMA comprises approximately 900,000 acres in Power County, located in 
central southeastern Idaho.  American Falls Reservoir is on the north boundary with the 
Snake River flowing southwest into Cassia County.  The area is primarily agricultural 
with nearly half of the land ownership being private.  The urban areas include the cities 
of American Falls, Rockland and the community of Arbon.  The PCWMA is divided into 
six zones, which closely follow the geographical areas and voting precincts.  The zones 
include Pleasant Valley, Neeley to Coldwater, American Falls area, Rockland Valley, 
Arbon Valley, and Fort Hall Reservation.  Each zone has its own control and 
management strategies depending upon the noxious weeds present. 
 
The major weed problems in the Power CWMA are two fold.  The actual largest noxious 
weed acreages are Field bindweed, Jointed Goatgrass, Canada Thistle and Russian 
Knapweed.  These weeds have been around for many years and have become widespread 
in some zones.  Eradication is not likely, but they need to be controlled and contained to 
reduce their economic impact and prevent their spread to uninfested areas. There are 
several other noxious weeds, which are relatively new and are considered top priorities.   
These include Dyers Woad, Leafy Spurge, Hoarycress, Scotch Thistle, Spotted and 
Diffuse Knapweed.  Dyers Woad and Leafy Spurge are only known to be in several small 
spots.  Prevention and eradication are a must because of their ability to spread and their 
persistence once established.  Hoarycress and Scotch Thistle are two additional invaders 
that have scattered light infestations that are being controlled.  Both reduce grazing of 
livestock and degrade wildlife habitat.  Because of the potential to spread if left untreated 
and their invasive characteristics they are an ongoing problem.  Spotted Knapweed was 
brought into Arbon Valley years ago from sheep hauled in from Montana.  Diffuse 
Knapweeds is believed to have been brought into the Rockland zone through 
contaminated CRP seed.  Both have spread in CRP fields and pastures and have become 
an ongoing annual battle to control.  Spotted and Diffuse Knapweeds are short-lived 
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perennials, which produce thousands of seeds from each plant.   They also reduce 
desirable forages, increase erosion and are an eye sore to the landscape. 
 
The Power CWMA is a cooperative effort between Power County, the Idaho Department 
of Agriculture, Idaho Department of Lands, Idaho Department of Transportation, Bureau 
of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Farm Service 
Agency, Natural Resource Conservation Service, private landowners and the cities of 
American Falls and Rockland.  Funding has been obtained from the Idaho Department of 
Agriculture, The Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, private landowners and Power County.  Contributions of labor, equipment and 
materials were acquired from all cooperators. 
 
The Power CWMA would like to thank the County Commissioners of Power County, 
especially Commissioner Ken Estep, for their continued support of weed control in our 
area.  The Power CWMA would also like to thank Glen Secrist and Brenda Waters of the 
Idaho Department of Agriculture for their service and commitment to increasing the level 
of noxious weed control in Idaho and the Power Cooperative Weed Management Area. 
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Summary of Fiscal Year 2003 Projects 
 
Education/Awareness:  
This year the Power Cooperative Weed Management Area wanted to increase landowners 
and public weed awareness.  We again displayed a weed billboard sign along highways 
promoting weed awareness and involvement in controlling weeds.  We received many 
good weed calls and comments.  We also continued a weed reward project by placing 
articles in the newspaper and wanted posters encouraging identification and reporting of 
new invaders.  We received several good weed tips with three rewards being paid and 
plan to continue the project in 2004.  We also participated in the Idaho weed awareness 
campaign by contributing $500 along with other Eastern Idaho counties and CWMA’s to 
produce and air radio and television ads promoting invasive weed identification, 
education and control.  
 
 

 

 
 

 
Inventory/Mapping: 
A critical part of integrated weed management is a current inventory of noxious weed 
infestations.  In 2003 we received cost share for a mapping project.  We hired and trained 
two students to inventory and GPS map noxious weeds in various areas throughout 
Power CWMA.  New invaders locations were mapped, weeds along county roads and 
several thousand acres of CRP and rangeland.  Also with the assistance of Bingham 
County and Blacksnake CWMA we made color maps of the areas and weeds inventoried 
and distributed them to participating partners. 
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Prevention/Eradication: 
Our New and Few Invaders project proved very successful again this year.  Power 
CWMA Partners found new weeds and checked old weed sites. Grants were used to 
purchase herbicides to assist landowners in treating high priority, low acreage weeds 
throughout PCWMA.  Fifty private landowners along with state and federal partners 
participated in aggressively seeking and destroying these low level invaders.  Pictured 
below New & Few Invaders workday spraying Spotted Knapweed with landowners in 
Arbon Valley. 
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Control/Rehabilitation: 
In 2003 Power CWMA completed the purchase of a Norstar injection sprayer.  This 300 
gal. skid mount sprayer was installed on a Power County truck and put into use.  It 
worked well when spraying near streams or sensitive areas so you can switch back and 
forth between an aquatic herbicide and another herbicide of choice on noxious weeds.  
We also used it for spot spraying in CRP, along roads, and more widespread noxious 
weeds. 
 
In 2000 there were several large wild fires in our area, which destroyed range pastures 
and created an opportunity for noxious weeds to invade and rapidly spread.  In response 
to this problem we worked on three fire projects in 2002.  The Dairy Springs Fire Area 
Project which included ten private land owners, BLM and Forest Lands on the west side 
of Rockland Valley was completed in 2003.  All property owners including BLM, Power 
and Cassia counties were contacted and participated in surveying more of the area and 
spraying the remaining herbicides from 2002 on scattered weed patches.  In the burn area 
most of the grasses are reestablishing nicely and herbicide treatments have controlled the 
noxious weeds, preventing their spread on this vulnerable area. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Overall the 2003 season was very successful in spite of another drought year.  Because 
the grasses were much shorter some weeds were easier to find and treat while others were 
harder to kill because of early maturing and stress.  Conservatively 15,0000 acres of weed 
infested lands were surveyed and treated.  The following charts show  $31,749 of cash 
was contributed and $38,000 of in-kind time, equipment and materials were used in 
fighting noxious weeds in Power CWMA.  Thanks again to all our cooperators for all the 
good work. 
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Contributors to the Power CWMA 

 
Integrated weed management projects require funds for purchasing herbicides, 
equipment, labor and fulfilling contracts.  For fiscal year 2002, cash contributions were 
obtained from the Idaho Department of Agriculture, the Bureau of Land Management, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, landowners, and Power County. 

 
 

 
Total cash contribution for 2003: $31,749. 

 
The contributions to Power CWMA were often in the form of time, equipment and 
material not just funds.  Below is a summary of all the contributions made to the 
PCWMA during the 2003 season. ($70,165) 
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The Power CWMA committee would like to thank all our weed project contributors. 
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Power Cooperative Weed Management Area Committee 
Membership List 2004 

 
 

 
Vince Fehringer, Chairman 
2304 Eames Road 
American Falls, Idaho 83211 
Ph: (208) 226-5690 

Norman Bird 
PO Box 306 
Fort Hall ID 83203 
Phone: (208) 226-2301 
Mobile: 241-6569 

  
Jeff Stewart 
728 Rattlesnake 
Arbon, Idaho 83212 
Ph: (208) 335-2118 

Bill Schatz 
2978 Schatz Road 
American Falls, Idaho 83211 
Ph: (208) 226-2002 
Mobile: 221-2002 

  
Carl Hofmeister 
123 Polk 
American Falls, Idaho 83211 
Ph: (208) 226-7720 

Wade Povey, Vice Chairman 
2479 Povey Road 
American Falls, Idaho 83211 
Ph: (208) 226-2196 

  
Jerry Kress 
538 W. Park 
American Falls, Idaho 83211 
Ph: (208) 226-2863 

Carol Stroud, BLM 
15 East 200 South 
Burley, Idaho 83318 
Ph: (208) 677-6687 
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Power CWMA 
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Appendix II 
Power CWMA Project Summaries 

2003 
 
New & Few Invaders Project 

 Weed Species Acres Treated  
 Musk Thistle 103  
 Hoary Cress 94  
 Spotted Knapweed 81  
 Diffuse Knapweed 14  
 Russian Knapweed 90  
 Scotch Thistle 39  
 Black Henbane 7  
 Poison Hemlock 32  
 Dyers Woad 5  
 Leafy Spurge 1  
 Salt Cedar 18  
 Total Acres 484  
Gross Acres surveyed and treated: 3,800. 
 
Dairy Springs Fire Project (2003) 

 Weed Species Acres Treated  
 Jointed Goatgrass 74  
 Canada Thistle 48  
 Field Bindweed 18  
 Poison Hemlock 2  
 Russian Knapweed 0  
 Total Acres 142  
Gross Acres surveyed and treated: 4,600. 
 
Mapping Noxious Weeds Project 

 Weed Species Acres Treated  
 Jointed Goatgrass 20  
 Canada Thistle 100  
 Field Bindweed 10  
 Diffuse Knapweed 200  
 Spotted Knapweed 700  
 Russian Knapweed 30  
 Musk Thistle 20  
 Scotch Thistle 10  
 Hoary Cress 20  
 Poison Hemlock 30  
 Dyers Woad 1  
 Leafy Spurge 1  
 Salt Cedar 10  
 Total Acres 1152  
Gross Acres surveyed and treated: 7,500. 


